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wittingly an agent in the expansion of religious
thought in Scotland. John MacLeod Campbell,
the friend of Thomas Erskine, Alexander Scott,
and Frederick Denison Maurice, was a son of the
minister of Kilninver. This good man, minister
of Row, excommunicated in 1831 as a heretic by
both parties in the Church, is now recognised as
a forerunner of the larger charity by which the
churches of Scotland have been characterised in
later years. I remember his sermon on the love
of God in the old parish church of Ardchattan,
more than seventy years ago.

My faculty of observation was too little exer-
cised in those years upon things and persons.
Experience came to me chiefly through books.
Natural reserve among strangers was increased
by what Celts consider culpable ignorance of
Gaelic, the key to the life of the Lome peasantry.
Gaelic is interesting to the philological specialist,
and the language is full of the poetry and
romantic story of the Scottish Highlands. But
with no exceptional linguistic faculty, and no
urgent need for exercising it in that way, I grew
up almost as ignorant of Gaelic as of Chinese.
In later years available strength has necessarily
been given to literatures more connected with
